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Thought for the Week
What light is to the eyes, what

‘air is to the lungs, what lovs is to

the.heart, liberty is to the soul of

man.
Ingersoll.
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-ciation has been organised in every

* Church to foster such
-.over 30 years now.

. done cn’y very little in this respect:

- sharing of ¢Xperiences by members

=and Christian films are to be carried

~salvation offered in Christ and- to

-of the church.

b Bervice in the love of Christ is also
" to be mentioned- We have to serve

vour [.ord made it clear in the parable

scene of the last judgment described

. ject of service.

_around, and must co-operate with
the projects for community service

THE CHURCH’S FRONTIERS
By The Rt. Rev. Alexander Mar Theophilus

Areas of responsibility
II for the logal carizh
The Vo'untary Evangelistic Asso— country,

Another important aspect cf our
witness to the love of Christ is the
giving of our money along with the
givirg of our time and service- The
local congregation is the unit where
regular giving has to be taught 2nd
practised. The Ohristian recognises
that all his possessi ns are but gifts
from God to be used as a sacred
trust, ard that he is only the steward
of what really belongs to Gecd The
Old Testamert enjnined that tithes
should be paid of all that one had.
The New Testament bids us give
cheerfully snd according to ous
ability for the Liord’s work. 8.me
church members in Irdia are already
in the eabit of tithas@. It has been
said that if all members do this, ten
persons could support one full-time
worker, whether pastor, evangelist,
deaconess or other worker in the
church. Those groups that have
made progress in tithing have sent
out far larger numbers of evangelists
and missionaries than the others-
The fact is to be *fregretfully noted
that it is the established churches
that are lagging behind in this res-
pect. It is true that people are res-
ponding, but much more has to be
done.
We have to be con- In
cerned with the needs of the people

Thorea
efforts for
It is true that
the church in India as a whole has

congregation of the Mar

Work through Christian libraries;
distribution of Christian literature,

of like professions, radio broadcasts

on on a much lirger scale than in
the past. The object is to lead others
to a perscnul decision to accept the

keep them growing in the fellowship

Giving in Time Money and
Service
The reed for rendering Christian

the ncedy throtgh all' the channels
availible to us without counting
whether people accept Christ or not.
Need is to be the only criterion, as

of the Good Samaritan and the

in Matthew Oh. 25. Every local
‘congregation is to manifest Christ’s
love to the needy through some pro-

an agricultural community,
paying tithes in money will not be
as easy as among those who get
regular salaries- But tithes can be
paid in kind and it would be more
appropriate as a token of gratitude
for what is received from God's
bounty. At present in India, with
growing suspicion of {o;ergu mis-
sionary help, the need is urgent to
make the church fioancially gelf-
supporting: Those cor?g'regatlons
which have been practising seli-
support and the support of.. evan-
gelists and other workers through
their own contributions have evi-
denced spiritual vitality and strength-
Into Unreached Areas

The local congreation has respon-
sibility also to send out falltime
workers to areas bevond their normal

carried on_by the local units of the
welfare state as loyal citizens of the
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gregation has to realise that it be—
longs to the Apostelic church, and
off to partalke of the rec:

" .

ponsiblity to send forth men to ur-

Teached areas - areas of land and

arcas of lifer In this respect also

those who have. shured in the res-
peasibility have heem  abundant'y
blessed. The church in India has
not done much in serdiry for h
evangelists outside their cwn local
communities and provinces. By : nd
large till now this work Fas been
dcng by foreien missicnaries: T he
arcient church in Kerala has been
aw. kened by the Holy Spirit to this
resyonsibility: During the last fif.y
years ard especially duricg the last
20 yiars grours of y.urg men and
women have dedicated their lives to
g0 to other language arsas, and live
1o fellowship, rendering voluntary
service. and have w rked for the
spread of the Gospel- Such groups
are suprorted by wvoluntary gifts
contributed by praying frierds in
_ the church, and token helps given by
the chur h to show its interest and
goodwill- This has blessed the loc.1
congregatiors and the church:s a
whole to a far greater degrce thain
the numb rs that have been added
from outside the church-

Bome lucal corgregations of the
Mar Thoma Church have b:gun to
take responsibility to contribute to-
wards the support of workers in the
Asrams in India, and the suprort of
the groups from the church now
working in Nepal and on the Tibetan
berder, Groups have been sent forth
from the Orthedox Syrian Church
to Tadagam, Coimbatore, from the
Central Travancore Dio-ese of the
Church of 8. India to Pakal, Hydera-
had and Patpara in Madhya Pradesh.
Work has also been dene for a lopg
time by Christians of the Tinnevelly
diocese in the former Hyderabad
State under the inspiring leadership

of the late Bishop Azariah and \
others. Recently the O 8:1I- sent
missionaries to Thailand; the United
Chureh of North India has sent mis-
sionaries to East Africac The
National Missionary Bociety of India
for over 60 years has been urging &
the church in India to take up res-
ponsibility for evangelistic work and
has been working in ditferent arcas

with ‘help from members of all
churches:
With the growing co-operation

among the South East

Asia, great oppociliuities are. being

churches in

created for such evangelistic out-
reach, especially in the countries
whish We i miisSionatigs are

finding it difficult to enter. This is
the day for the churches in these
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Countries to rise ard seud forth men
%0 oomen with the gl d tidings of
great j y which shall be to all
people . The lucal co.rregation 15
the cource und primary unpit from
which to find the men and the
mon:y »nd send them on this great
task. The pastors in the coagre-
¢ tions have [ give the lead, and
men a-d women, youth and children,
have all to work together, so as to
male fu!l use of the doors opeuing
beiire us :
To the Younger Generation
Each new generation places be-
fore the church ‘the responsibility to
present to them afiesh the love of
'God as offered in Christ: As pointed
out in the b ginning, it is of the
utmost impor.ance that all of the
younzer generation be not only added
as members of the church by bap-
tism, but also be' brought to accept
Jesus Christ as their Saviour and
Iord- Hegular teaching and preach-
g and challenging is necessary fto
lead them 1o commit their lives to
Hisy [ India, the Surdidy School
Unioas the Ohildren’s Bpecial Service
Mission, the Youth for Christ the
Methodist Youth Fellowship and
other organisations are working for
this purpose at present: Cars has
to be taken that these do not un-

necessarily overlap, much less clash
with esch other

Where each has a
contribution to make, that
slcomed and utilized pro-
nder the guidance of the
h. and the supervision of
{_ hurch as a whaole- In the past
! opportunity  in CLr_i:ti:m
. for instroction in the Scrip-
Nosw this is reduced. to a
5, if not completely lost

of the young is
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10 face in the secular society. Work
among youth is ther-fore a con-
tinuirg fronticr of the Church: The
Gospel- has to be presented to the
youth relited to the problims that
they face, and in the language that
they can understand, using methods
that wiil attract their attention
Youth are interested in discussing
life siiuations and probl=ms: So dis-
cussion gr ups would be helpful to
them- They also want to do things
which are meanivgful to them and
to the community: Opportunities for
such actice must be provided: The
local charch must therefore be not
only a place where they meet on
‘Sundays but be the centre of their
activity every day. Mapy young
people are not finding church life
meaningful to them, and mauny such
are falling awey from loyalty to
Chri<t- This is a sad and dacgerous
situation-
To the Scattered Groups
India is one of the countries
passing through rapid social changes:
The security of the ancient rural
communiiy . or . the small tradiog
village has been very much dis-
turbed by the Aux of modern life:
Three new kinds of communities of
people created by these chapges may
be noted: (1) Those who bhave to
move away. from their ancestral
homes to find new land for agricul-
tural work- (2) Those who have
_gone to cily areas seeking employ-
ment in offices> hospitals, schools
and colleges. Others are employed
in military service and in business-
Such groups can be observed through-
out India, who have gone from
the South which is comparatively
more crowded than the North- (3)

The growing coucentratious in®ihe
newly "opened industrialeareas jil
Jamshedpur,  Bhilai,  Bindii
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The problem in these situations 18
that people are removed  from
chuich to Which they have'been ac
customed and find themselyes in
small groups where p:vst:)s‘.-.l care {of
them fromt their motherichorch be=
comes very difficult, Some of them
find © themselves' away  from any
Christian group, as in'lsome of the
nesw azriculiural settlements- Seme

the

others find ‘themselves near chureh
groips where “the language aud

';.\Ia].:«y-

e

forms of warship are quite different

from theirs. Scme join in such
worship but maiy keep away, out of
a sense of strangeness: The result is 4
falling away from fellow:hip and :
lapse into irreligion: Most of the

churches do-not also have funds to
put up church buildings for small
groups. To city groups permission
is often given from their ghurches to -
oiganise woiship in their own A
language and according tb the foims
familiar to them.
An itipersnt ministiy in charge of 4
a number of such small groups !
would be able tq render to them «
pastoral setvices at least'to a limited -
extent, At the same time: it is to be
noted that such miuisters will be e
able to reach the groups only a few ™ .
times each in the year: I or the rest fu
of the time local lay leadership has'
to take responcibility fcr services,
pr. yer meetings, Bible study:and
other activities, These scattered "4\
groups have also to share in thes
financial support of the wisiting |
ministers, This pattern is suggested
for ministering to small communitics
of Christians in the scattered villages
also, any of which have to join to-
gether to be able to suppert a
ministers The imporiance wf lay
leadersbip becomes clear in: such
situations: ' '
While seeking to worship in forins 4
that are familiar and thercfore easier
to participate in, these 'scatteredd
pecple must be traived {o "Have
fellowship with othérs who worship)
differently and - in ‘other languaged
than thelr own+ T'i¢.need for greaten
co-operation among,those who cd
accept oneganother as fellow @he
tiang and, theréforel members
Christ’s cnesghurch, is' trgent
\ e 1@ “present the cla
it to India, wehave ta do
ay voited s front, espeeially
we are stch a small‘minor
are grateful for svhat has ‘
ready mad possible
dance of the Holy Spint in'a3
India and in the Nontk, Union? 1
not miean uniformitys But reylty
y that'is given kg us in L?-ir
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the anity
we can worlk for pf sutimp sthash
sage of salvalion f.:'*:',e't& 'I:l‘ln?ul'h
efforts of the Jogalsichrgiedy
which form the “prin
Christ’s chureh dn difed



