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“In the reign of Shahu Raja of Satara, the first of
the family [Raja Bahadar family] whose name was Naro
Shankar Dani ( of the sect of Rigvedi Brahman ) was
nominated by Nana Saheb Peishwa to collect the revenues
of Jhansi in Hidustan. He held the office for fourteen
years without contributing one rupee to Government, and
eveniually assumed a Nowbut as a military leader, for
which reasons he was re-called to Poona. And, on his
entry, he not only caused his Nowbut to be beaten throu-
ghout the city, but came directly to the Peishwa’s Palace
where he claimed apartments. Having sufficient address to
satisfy the Peishwa of his conduct, he was henceforward
treated as one of the great military chiefs of the empire
and known by the nawe of Motiwala, from an enormous
pear] which he wore.”
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‘¢ The Rajah wrote to the Governor-General respect-
fully commending his youthful choice to his consideration
and care, and asking for the recognition of his widow as
Regent during the minority. He appealed to the second
article of the subsistiﬁg treaty, which guaranteed the
territory to heirs of his fa'mily in perpetual successz'én,
whether heirs by descent, consanguinity, or adoption, and he
trusted that “in consideration of the fidelity he had always
evinced towards Government, favour might be shown to
this child.”” He was allowed to die in the delusion that native
fidelity would be remembered. The Empire was grown so
strong that the autocrat of Fort William thought'it could
afford to forget fidelity.” :
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*«The supplication of John Russel, who is as the mi-
fuest grain of sand, and whose forehead is the tip of his
footstool, who is the absolute monarch and prop of the
universe, whose throne may be compared to that of
Soloman’s, and whose renown is equal to that of cyrus...

" The Englishmen, having traded hither to in Bengal,
Orisaa and Behar custom-free ( except in Surat ), are
yonr Majesty’s most obedient slaves, always intent upon
your ‘commands.” We have readily- observed your most
sacred ' orders, and have found fovour; we have, as
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becomes servants, a deligent regard to your part of- the
‘sea......We crave to have your Majesty’s permission in
the above-mentioned places, as before, and to follow our
business without molestation.” ‘

o The territories which we have lately a,cqmred “eera
are of so vast and extenswe a nature, that we cannot take
a view of our situation ‘without being seriously impressed .
with the wisdom and necessity of that solemn declaration
of the Legislature, that to pursue schemes of conquest and
extention of do.m,xmon in India, "are measures repugnant
to the ‘wish, honour and policy’ of the British Nation.”
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all imaginable contingencies but as laying down broadly,
and in simple formsof speech the ontlines of peace and amity;
upon the implied condition that the "application of tlese
terms to any and every case tha't might thereafter arise
should be such as the common understanding of both' coms-
mumtxes would admit, or the judgment of an impartial
bltﬂr declare. Tested by this ‘obvious rule of 111te11mtxon11
rlmht the guatantee of per_petual inleritance was undoub-
tedly mtended and undoubtedly understood, to imply the
devolution of title, dignity, and power to whatever heirs
_could, from time to time, establish their respective. claims,
~—not aceording to the lez loci of the foreign and alien
party to the compact, but according to the lex loci <f the
Stite whose autonomy the treaty had. been confessedly
framed to assore.”
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o “And in order that reo'ard shonld be had to the civil
ahd relxgxous usages of the said natives, be it enacted
that the rights and - authorities of fathersof families and
‘masters of -families, according as the same might have been
exercised by Hindu or Mahomedan law, shall be preserv-
ed tothem respectively within their said families &e.”
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*:¢The notice of annexation was sent by this illustiious
Lord to the Court of Regent Ranne Luchmee Ba1received
‘the Agent of Lord Dalhouste most courteously, separated
by a purdah When the Brstish representative infoimed
Jwor ‘of this heart-rending news that Jhans: thenceforth ceas-
wd to belong to her, that 1t was ineorporated with the
‘domains of the mighty English, Luchwiee Baim a loud yet
melodious voice, rephed to the Agent of the Enghshan
these tew sigmificant words ‘Mera jhans1 denga nahe, Twaill-
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not give up my Jhansi1) Vain boast | Jhans: was annexed,
The 1nfant Anandrao’s rights were denied ”
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- «In vain the widow the late‘Rajab,whoni the Politi-
cal Agent described ‘as a lady ‘hearinga high charactor
and much respected by . every’ one at Jhunsj, protested
that her husband’s house had ever been faithful to the
British Government,—in vain she dwelt upon services

“rendered in former days to tbat Government, and the ack-
powledgements which they had elicited from our rulers—
in vain'she pointed to the terms of the treaty which did
not to her simple understanding bar succession in accorda
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* The livtle Raj of Jhunsi had conspicuous in its 1oya1
attachment and useful services to the British Government
ts absorptiou by the Suzerain, under the sha.llow preten-
nce of a “lapse, ” was a proceeding not only mos$ hateful-
and offensive in the eyes of all Native Princes and their
‘ministers, but quite untellegible' to them, ‘except on the
-supposition of bad faith.
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*<Upon the extermination of a Native State Englishman
takes the place of the Soveriegn, under the name of
Commissioner; three or four of his associates displace as
many dozonof the Native official aristocracy, while some
hundreds of our troops take the place of the many thoussnds
that every Native Chief supports. The little Court
'disappears——tra(l ’laxxg\visiles;——the Capital decasy—the
peoplee are impoverished—the Englishman flourishes, and
acts like a sponge, drawing up riches from the bank of the,
Ganges, and squeezing them down upon the hanks of the
Thames,”
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&g Tomreti® 9% gu gaBE: JEHT FE IFR Q-
TW e 7ad Crikg-aters AR daad sifeng
SeA FT fZar an

Sq guas! ey geAfes d@9ad g5 feogad
SIRT J@wa I gralay § § =S aw oafes
ST G= AT AAF TGF I IFA BWE | aa;n’iaé%
ga9q # el asrE Gwafy %:% AT TA SHIOTEH
LTI LR @A T |

Q— AT, ARTIT ST et 5, fafaradi® ST
WA 9z q@ 9% Gt B 5 aFNeHatan (nT% |99
GIAH UF FeZAEH TFA FIAA A ST TR
frgam® v usEis Faq wava § wdt far; g
Seaia fF-aaHt SieAt sEWie TR Rrg-uraR A
gt g fafetsr arg @ W a@ fear 7

22— QOATH! TS M@ 79T GBI T#q7%
it o firsd o d@fr-aad AR T YOA S 39F
REEIE mi{aﬁ At (arsfoast qegs T, ) fas
'ﬂ‘rt‘zq | oIe SIAEA A UAR qAF T, A1
AETH U0 AL A =W Az ol 5 CqgEEY 3o a9

#%Dalhocsie's Adminisiration of British India
q S aeg #{ faen é-—-—“ln three of these instances, Sa-
tara Nagpur and Jhansi, the Governor Generalnot only
terrified the native governing classes throughout Iudia
with the spectre of a resistless centralization, but struck
at the veryroot of Hindu religion and cut out of Hiudu
Law its high estand gentlest enactment.”,
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dea® F1e G STAFTEF JAH TH qm:ﬂ-qsr ﬁar,
gig Sud Wi Ty S A A1 ag am SeE I
FIATEH AT TRSAH! 99 (GIAE FaT FH HAET
qgar (@ar | g9 €59 § Dalhousie’s Administration
of British India A sl e g—
| Reus So ¥ wAH T 7 aw g &
ff @IS seads “amRe” % fams feg wsEi
el HITHT I
33— 1R 3o F AT JUAIF WY AMT-AT-
R oY wfaY ot sad faer ar fs aEsE Gl
s ¥ 9% 9i7 $R g awed fud § 91 o
g wifst TigR fFar smam | Wy SRe-atEn fa
*Cawnpur told in 1857 how a Hindu Princes’ heart
‘regarded Lord Dalhousie’s doctrine of expedient esch eats.’
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R dfrmr SgTA fem Sew aoa A et T g
sai% fwad “Empire in Asia® aa® day fean %:—-
tqq 9% g ST TeEAl HEH 49 § 99 9% 98
dfr @& gavaan ag B fe € e o S
az frwel Sfis gE-ada =@ HRE WNE @
fita e GuwRr AT | OO 0T @ (% 3| EfTaE
Sfed =ea a% nAALAATEs @ Aew ged few g
s YA S FET-TSE A g 8, anfiEee
S frd 5T U1 Y 9% ST At aq ) 1

@ — AT SHRS-UAS daad ST HAAT =
£ 91 9% TAF B 9@ Memorials TRF TF
Sd g@ S fEar aar :—

“eaR EAE 58 ST SEIH S AT ST g
wah ged FEO ¥ § 37 Raredist erdaarsn g
g} S aAIS-AERE At SAds -
ST Yo TAAHl FIE; ARIHA aw
SHEIC-ATITEE GRAlES FIAL TEAREEH] S99 A
FOSE! i FREl THLFH AR AT FEAC A [ TR

#«The treaty was to last ‘while Sun ond Moonendureth.
The day was soon to come when these eternal vews were to
be pooh-poohed as mere dead flowers or oriental rhetoric,
But the original of the treaty from first to last stands in
the handwriting of the Governor General, Peshwa and
Satara have passed away, bat these words of his will not
pass away !”
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* «The chief causes of the popular dissati:faction with
our rule were—the extinction of Native States and our
consequent meagures; the depression of the chiefs and
heads of gociety ; the resumption, or the conversion into
life-tenures, of hereditaty rent-free tenuresof land, or of
hereditary interests connected with land or the land reve-
nue; alienation of zamindari lands ~for arears of revanue,
or in satisfaction of civil decrees; the non conferment of
estates or honours. for eminent services to the State; the '

want of conciliatory and confidential personal interconrse
between our officers and the Native Chiefs, heads of society
and people; &a,. &c., de.
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" 4She was a heathen the forgiveness of injuries was no
article in her creed; and believiug hersélf deeply injured
by the infraction of thh Hindu Laws of adoption and inh-
_eritance, she threw aside every consideration of tenderness
for sex or age, and committed herself {0 a deadly struggle
with the supreme Covernment by an act, for hwich, as
she must have woll-known , her own lite would, in all
human probability, pay the forfeit. ”
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* T British Goverment regarded her anger and her remo-
nstrances.with careless indifference, They did what was
even worse, They added meanness to insult. On the confi-
scation of the State, they lLad granted to the widowed
Rani a pension of ,£ 6000 a year, The Rani had first
refused, but hed ultimately agreed to accept this pension.
Her indgnation may be imagined when she found herself
called upon to pay. out of a sum which she regarded as a
mere pittance, the debts of her late husband......... Other
grievances such as the slaughter of kine amida Hindu
population and the resumption of grants made by formar
rulers for the support of Hindu temples, whilst fomenting |
discontents of the population with thair charge ¢f mas-
ters, formed. subject for ‘further remonstrance; but the
personal indignity was that which rankled most deeply in
ths breast of tais high spirited lady, and made her hail
with gratitude the symptoms of disaffection which, in the
early part'of 1857, began to appear amongst the native
soldiers of the hated English” —
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“*«Your poor ihother wos very unjustly and cruelly
dealt with—and no one knows her true case as I do. The
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poor thing took no part whatever in the massacre of the
European residents of Jhansi iu June 1857. On the con-
trary she supplied them with food for two days after they
had gone int> the Fort - gdt 100 match-lock men from
Kurrura, and sent them to assist us, bbt after being kept
a day in the Fort, they were sent away in the evening.
She then advised Major Skene and Captain Gordon to
fly atonce to Dattia and place themselves under theRaja’s
protection, but this even they would pot do; and finally
they were all massacred by our own troops-- the Police,
Jail and Cas: Este.”

71 have been informed, on good authority that nome of
the Rance's servants were présent on the occasion of the mass-

acre. It seems to have been mainly the work of our own old
: followers The Irregular cavalry issued the bloody mandate
and our Gaol Darogna was foremost in the butchery.”
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t «It is stated on the most trustworthy authority,
that at the same time, she endeavoured to keep termes
with our Government, by writing to the Commissioner of
Jubbalpoor and to others, lameuting the massacre of our
countrymen, stating she was in no way concerned in it,
and declaring that she only held the Jhansi District till
our Government cculd make arrangements io re-occupy it."”

1 “She sent Kharreetas to Colonel Erksine at Jubbal-
pore, to col. Fraser, Chief Commissioner of Agra, which I
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handed to him with my own hand, to hear her explanation
but --- No | Jhansi had been a byword and was condemned
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+ ¢ After the mutinous troops had quitted Jhansi, she
certainly took possession of her country when the two
States, Dattia and Tehre e; who could easily have protected
our people, but would not, so much as raise a finger to
help us, though the Orcha boundary was not more thana
mile and half from Jhansi parade grounds, and that of
Dattia only 6 miles—with large bodies of armed men on
their respective frontiers watching the doingsof our troops.
Imagining that the Ranee bing unprepared, and that they
would with_ease wrest her country from her hands, attack-
el her with their combined forces, and were, from time
to time, thrashed back by that gallant Lady.
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“On the 28th there was continued heavy firiug
from the batteries on both attacks, and the enemy kept
up a very smart fire upon our various works from their

~ guns and from the whole line of the wall reaching from
the fort to the right attack. We had silenced several of
their guns, and as often as the{y were silenced so often
did they reopen from them to our astonishment. In the
midst of this din aind roar, flash and smoke,a great explosion
occurred in the fort on the east face. This followed
the constant shelling frowm the right attack. Every ten
minutes in the ‘twenty-four hours, shell and shot fell in
various parts of this doomed place and fresh fires burst
ottt among the different buildings - each firo greeted
with loud hurrahs by the men‘in our batteries. The-exci-
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tement frequently became intense, and the gunners conti-
nued their work in the scorching sun as thoughit were
winter time. By the 20th. the parapets of the fort bastions
were torn down from the left attack, ‘and the enemy’s
guns were accordmaly rendered useless

« At the same time a breach was commenced in the
town-wall near the fort. The cannonading went on with
great spirit, while the enemy continued a determined
opposition from the garden battery on the west side, and
from musketry and light guns along the wall. -

¢ During the midday. heat scarcely a shot was fired -
by the enemy but about 3--30 p. m. every evening they
reopened upon us with considerable spirit. Round shot of
various sizes bounced over our heads, and matchlock balls
whizzed like hail about us. From this hour till sun-set
was always a dangerous time, and our poor:fellows were
severely tricd. The ¢ garden battery’ and guns on the fort-
gate pestered us a good deal. Near the former battery we
could see scores of the enemy among the trees sauntering
about as tnouorh they were aupermtendmg a quiet every-
day matter of business although our shell occasionally
dropped in the midst of them. ‘

~ “The breaching and hellmd were continued with
unabated spirit on the 30th and 31st,and the enemy kept
up a fearful fire upon vs. Not-with-standing the damage
done to their fort and works upon the wall, their vigilance
and determination to- resist - abated not ‘one iota; on the
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contrary, their danger appeared to add to their courage,”
’ ‘ " Ceniral India P. .2482--244,
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*3f&a, Empire in India srasd dod ag fomr 8=
“With a little more gallantry, with a few positive exploits
added to his négative strategic feats Tantia Topee woald
soon have become a Hindoo Garibaldi.” '
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+ ¢ No sooner'did we turn into the road leading towards
the gate than the enemy’s bugles sounded and a fire
of indescribable fierceness opened upon us from the whole
line of the wall, and from the lowers of the fort
overlocking this site. For atime it appeared like g
sheet of fire, out of which burst a storm of bullets,
‘round shots and rockets, destined for our annihilation.
We had upwards of two hundred yards to march through-
this fiendish fire, and we did it, and the Sappers planted
the ladders against the wall in three places for the storm-
-ers to ascend; but' the fire of the enemy waxed stronger
and amid the chaos of sounds of vollies of musketry and
‘roaring of cannon , and hissing and- bursting of rocket
‘stink-pots, ‘infernal machines, huge stones, blocks of
‘wood and trees, all hurled :upqh their devoted heads, the
‘men wavered fora fnoment, and sheltered themselves beh-
ind stones: Buytu_ the ladders were. there, and there the
sappers, animated by the heroism of their officers, keeping
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firm hold until a wound or death struck them down
beneath the walls. It seems us though Pluto and the furies
had been locsed upon us; and inside bugles were sounding
and tomloms beating madly, while the cannon and the
musket were booming and rattling, and carrying death
‘among us fast. At this instant on our right three of the
ladders broke under the weighs of men, and a bugle sou-
‘nded on our right for the Europeans to retire !|”—
Central Intia: P 254.
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¢ At last, while yet much of night remained, one of
the gates in a secluded part of the fortifications wis ope-
ned and a sad procession issued forth. The Ranee and
her sister, or éompzmion, dressed like men with a few of
her chosen retainers, rode silently, from the portal, into
the gloom beyond...No one spoke, except in whispers, and
the gate was closed and barred as the last man passed out.
It wasto be a ride for life that night; for the English
cavalry patrols of the 14th Dragoon, and the Hyderabad
contingent, were everywhere vigilant; and to meet any of
them was to ensure certain death, How these men were
evaded was never ascertained; but the Ranee had perfect
guides; she wasa fearless rider and she pressed on uta
rapid pace into the rough jungly country in which her
best safety lay 1”
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“So soon as the fighting had ceased officers and men
began to look absut them with that spirit of curiosity...
They dived into every house and searched its dark corners,
they pulled down walls, all in this self-same spirit of cur-

iosity—not to 100teee.........One class of articles, however,
seemed to me to be looked on as fair loot by even the
most scrupulous these were the gods found in the temples.”



{40 TR BEEAE

Tfifis safyw, 3%, e, w1 o Al Gt
3t = o 9 | afy e aR-aa-at B 9 Gl
sreter a1 qefi soret e e oft At gia a8y @
AT ST AT T T FIFY T GLACEIHTTH F0
o SR oY | - EE QEEaE G SERE AT
F-all R GEN aF Jaf @ 81 IF ST A
TR GEEET EAE BT T ST | S® S(OSH-aem
T H-ATH A B |
R, TET TR USWEW TEAE A SIS
e wfrs 3 Aeaeh® atet W aEr fRIr =K
2% @ smyTU =k @ f ) oW asar ® 6 S
et Ft 1R e ST TggET TABRY 37 T o |
i i 9% A0 TECE @ ANAEr g | Al
7 wgrel gweam v, diaw =y argE geein o
WS | §9% 1T BUAIEH] GAEA IS e A =T
T A A FEd @ | T g SER 9 B
TETH g A & | ATEH A o i e
@RI ST g FAIE aE WEAE G g |

03 G A G e A gs=
THRE F; S T Wi Rt R S et
TSF T U ot ST TIAHL Sy Hw Frn Y |
EIRT. AT TR W T WTE S 9 | R
FEeaR TR @ oY, aEf O ST geReeEr e R
T | g, S, A, T SR WA S e 9T
WF R AT GT Y R T R TS T T



Wl F I ot

TaH G T 33 T | 3@ aE 59 A aUE
AR TETE A% T g, e |

wed e fEs gwl f&w HERTE WA A
AT 7147 | amrﬁ g snarmanm =gar &
AT 6T T, BA % GE wam dard 5t

raazs L SRS amm T EA FEH |
<fier B S o b agrsw @mm TAF ST e
1T =Y VIT-EERA A F (3 | T "W -
= ‘N'ﬁ o G %rcrﬁ‘r-zm?ﬁ ELARAD RERI
e (T | g9 ag wWdE TN asaaeas ga
g T TZAET 94 GiiEg-awwmes g = |

TR f%mzﬁ: AME AL A =3 ff gweTs
HIT traraqam ST Pl 3L STETH =
fFar | SRER WO AA B TG §T QW A HK
gaFITEE (MT U% Eaale @e ffar 1 ggH a8 gude
fe®, Jo fwdt 9@, o faaFway, q» fadaq =nfy
AETAFIA TOH BrE 97% TgaR Akan dew
foar ar | SR AR S Y & S AR S SIS 5w

% A fAea%TseR@ &1 Qrgad Wt frar 2 1 = fyed —

“The prize agents were busily engaged daily in taking
‘stock of the money, jewels and other valuables found in
the palace and town, and sales were going on daily in
camp for the disposal of prize goodsand the property
that once belonged to officers who had died in action.”

—Central India P.265.
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“In Jhansi we burnt and buried upwards of a thousand
bodies and if we take into account the cons'ant fight-
ing carried since investment, and the battle of the Betwa.
I fancy, I am not far wrong When Isay 1believe we must
have slain 3000 of the enemy.”
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“On the 4th of April, the fort and remainder of the
City were taken possession of by the troops who commi-
tted fearful slaughter. No less than 5000 persons are
stated to have perished at Jhansi or to have been cut down
by the flying camps. The plunder obtained is said to have
been wvery grezt.”
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She was pursued, and nearly overtaken, Lieutenant
Bowker, with a party of cavalry, followed her to Bundere,
twenty-one miles from Jhansi, and there saw a tent,
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in which was spread an unfinished breakfast, Pressing on,
he came in sight of the Ranee, who was escaping on a grey
horse, with four attendants: hut at this point he was seve-
rely wounded, and compelled to relinquish the pursuit.”
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“There was an indescribahle medlev here, just as in the
fort of Jhansi, but the articles here all pertained to the
art of war. There were guns, large and small, numbering
fitteen, besides a large mortar and howitzer: There were
conical stocks, of English round shot and shell, and seve-
ral sheds in which the manufacture of cannon, howitzer,
shells and the repair of arms, was being carried on. The
tools and appliances, such as forges, hamwers vices, smiths,
braces, &. were all of English make. Several muskets"
had been restocked, and very well fitted. There were vast
numbers of broken brass shells, which proved they had
rather failed in that branch of ordnance ,manufacture:
they had all been caston clay moulds, and the outside
" filed smooth...... In fact this was the greatest central
arsenal of the mutineers, and had it been capable of defe-
nce it would not have fallen such an easy prey to. us” . The
Campaign in Central India P: 116-17.
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“The situation then seemed desperate to the rebel
chlettams - But desperate situations suggest desperate
remedies ; and a remedy which, on first inspection might
-well seem desperate, did occur to the fertile brain of one
of the confiderates, To which onc it is not certainly
known. But, judging the leading group of conspirators
by their antecedents—Rao Saheb, the Nawab of Banda,
Tantia Topi, and the Rani of Jhansi—we may at once
dismiss the two first from consideration. They possessed
neither the character nor the genius to conceive a plan su
vast. and so daring. OFf the two who remain, we may
dismiss Tantia Topt. Not that he was incapable of form-
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ing the design, but—we have his memoirs and in those He.
takes to himself no credit for the most successful act with
which his career is associated. The fourth conspirator
possessed the genius, the daring, the despair necessary for
the conception of great deeds. She was urged on by
hatred, by desire of vengeance, by a blood-stained conss.
cience, by a determination to strike hard whilst there was.
yet a chance. She could recognise the possibilities bofore
her, she could hope even that if the first blow were suc-
cessful the fortunes of the campaign might be changed;
she possessed and exercised unbounded influence over “one
at least of her companions—the Rao Sahib. "The conjees
ture, then, almost amounts to certainty that the desperate
remedy which the confiderates, decided to execute at
G'ropalpur was suggested and pressed upon her comrades
by the daring Rani of Jhansi:—DMalleson’s History of the
Indian Mutiny, Vol. V. P. ]43 144.
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“Gwalior, whileit thus continued in his hands, might
‘have been regarded as in one sense the key of India, or
rather, parhaps, as one link of a chain, which could not
have given way in any part without ruining our power in
India. If the Ruler of Gwalior had either played us
false, or succumbed to the strong adverse elements with
_.which he had to contend, the revolt would almost certainly
‘have been ﬁation;xl and general instead of being local and

- mainly military; and instead of its fate being decided by
those operations in! the easily traversible Gangetic valley,
upon which public attention was concentrated, we should
have had to face the warlike races of Upper India’ com-
‘bined against us, in a most difficult country and, in all
probability, those of the south also’...“had Scindia then
struck against us—nay, had he eéven done his best in
our behalf, but failed—the character of the rebellion might
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« It needs but a glance at the map to show what the
result might have been, had Gwaliar sided with the rebels.
The Niz: im'’s territories, already sufficiently inflammable,
would assuredly have caught the fire and it is question-
ablb, whether in that case any paxt of Southern India
cou]d have been saved.”” P. 326,
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¢ ¥ * %% But little preparation was made for the
defence of the fort; and it is probable that both Tope
and the Rauee concurred in resolving to abide by the
old Maharatha tactics, and avoid shutting themselves up
within walls. Therefore they disposed their forces so ag
to observe and hold the roads leading upon the city from
Icnoorkee Seepree, and the north; the necessary arrange-
ments being effected mainly wunder the direction and
personal supervison of the Ranee, who, clad in military
attire, and attended by a picked and well-armed escort,
was constantly in the saddle, ubiquitous and untiring.”

Letter from Bombay Correspondent
Times, August 3rd, 1858.
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“ She was surprised in her camp mnear the city of
Kotaki Saraiin Gwalior. When this took place, Ranee
Lakshmibai and her sister, who also was a lady of remark-
able valsur and beauty, were seated together in the camp
in wgale attire and drinking sherbet. Immediately the
beautiful Runee went over the field and made a firm stand
against tha array of Sir Hugh Rose. She led her trvops
to repeated and fierce attacks, and though her ranks wee
‘pierced through and gradually thinner and thinner, the
Ranee was seen in the foremost rank, rallying her shatter-
ed troops and performing prodigies of valour. But all
was of no avail. The camel corps, pushed up by Sir
Hugh Rose in person broke her last line. Still the daunt-
less and heroic Ranee held her own.’—

The National Guardian, December 14, 1891,
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“ Flying at length from the field where she had lost
what she valued more than Jhansi or the memory of her
family, i. e. her revenge, an English dragoon, it is said cut
her down, taking her fora sowar and tempied by the
necklace over her jacket.”

— Dalhousie’s Administration of British India. P. 153,
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7¢ Among the fugitives n the rebel ranks was the
resolute woman, who alike 1n council and m the field, was
the soul of the conspirators  Clad i the attire of a m-n
and mounted on horse-back, the Ranee of Jhans: might
tave been seen ‘animating Ler troops throughout the day
When mnch by mch the British troops pressed thiough
the defile, and when reaching 1ts summit Smith ordered
the Hussars to charge, the Ranee of Jhang boldly fronted
the British horsemen  When her comrades failed her, her
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horse, iu spite of her efforts, carried her along with the
others. With them she might have escaped, but that her
horse, crossing the canal near the cantonment stumbled
and fell. A Hussar close upou her track, ignorant of her
sex and her rank, cut her down. She fell to rise no more.
That night her devoted followers determined that the
English shouald not boast that they had captured her even
dead, burned the body.”

— History of the Indian Mutiny.
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« Qhe was seated, drinking sherbet, 400 of the 5th
Irregulars near her, when the alarm was given that the
Hussars approached, forty or fifty of them came up, and
the rebeles fled save about flfteen. The Ranee’s horse
refused to leap a canal, when she received a shot in the
side, and then a sabre cut on the head, but rode off. She
soon after fell dead, and was burnt in a garden close by.”

—Memorials of Service in India. P, 325,
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¢ This Indian Joan of Arc was dressed in ared jacket
and trousers and white turban. She wore a Scindia’s
celebrated pearl necklace which she had taken from his
treasury. ~As she lay mortally wounded in her tent, she
“Ordered those ornaments to be distributed among her
“troops. The whole rebel army mourned her loss.”
—Clyde and Strathnairn,
Sz wE waT dnTwisr faege adf st
| §E U AR sedfiefwer s7R dawty @ gaead wwg
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“ No English eye marked her fall. The Hussars,
unconsicous of the advantage they had gained; and scarcely
. able to sit on their saddles from heat and fatigue were, for
_the moment incapable of further exertions, and retired,
lsupported by a timely reinforcement. Then, it is said,
the remnant of the faithtul body ~guard (many of whom
‘had perished at Jhansi) gathex ed around the lifeless forms
of the Ranee 'md her smter who dressed i in male attire,
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and riding at the head of their squadrons, had fallen to-
gether, killed either by pait ot a shell, or as1s more
probable by balls from the rovolvers with which the
Hussars were aimed A funeial pyre was rased and the
remains of the two young and beauntiful women were burnt,
according to the custom of the Hindus”
— Britash Indva P 489
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“When the ITussars surprised the camp, the ladies
were seated together, drinking sherbet. They mounted
and fled. But the horse of the Ranee refused to leap
a canal, and she received a shot in the side and sabre-cut
on the head ; bat she still rode on till she fell dead from
her saddle, and was surrounded and burnt.”
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“Memorable too for another reason is this affair: the
gallant Queen of Jhansi fell from a carbine wound, and
was carried to the rear, where she expired and was burng
Aaccording to the custom of Hindoos, Thus the brave
woman cemenbed with her blood the cause she espoused.
Tt is as well it was so, and that, she did not survive to
share the ignominious fate of Tantia Topee. The fact of
her death was not known to us for some days, as she wag
attired as a cavalry soldier. Even the report was received
with doubt unsil Sir Robert Hamilton established -it
irrefutably.”—The Campaign in| Central India P. 183.
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¢ Our very remarkable friend, Tantia Topee, is too
troublesome and clever an enemy to be admired. Since
last June he has kept Central India in a fervor. He has
“sacked stations, plundered treasuries, emptied arsenals,
collécted varmies, lost them; taken guns from native
prihces, lost them ; taken more, lost them | Then his mo-
tions have been like forked lightening; for weeks he has
marched thirty and forty miles a day. He has crossed
the Narbada to and fro; he has marched between our
columns, behind them and before them. Ariel was not
more subtle ajded by the best stage mechanism. Up
mountains, over rivers, thi'éligh ravines and valleys, amid
s“famps on he goes, backwards and forwards, and side~ways
and zigzag ways now falling upon a post-cart, and curry-
ing off the Bombay mails, now looting a village; headed:

aud burned, yet evasive as Proteus.”
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«I think the ardour for the consolidation of territory,
concantration of authority, and wuiformity of administra-
tion, which was lately so powerful, must have been a
good deal damped by recent cvents.  Where should we
have been now if Scindia, the Nizam, 'md tho Sikh Chiefs .

" had been annexed ?”
Asiatie Journal Volo XVIIL P. 38
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“The safety of our rule is increased, not diminished,
by the maintenance of Native Chiefs well affected towards
“us, Should the day come when India, shall be threatened
by an external enemy, or when the interest of England
elsewhere may require that her Eastern Empire shall
- Incur more than ordinary 1isk, one of our best mainstays
will be found in these Native States. But to make them
so we must treat their Chiefs and influential families
with consideration and generosity, teaching them that in
spite of all suspicion to the contrary, their independence
is safe, that we are not waitin g for plausible opportunities
to convert their countr§7 into British territory.”

Adoption Minute, 30:h April 1860.
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1 The high descent of the Ranee, her unbounded.
liberality to her troops and retainers, and her fortitu-
de, which no reverses could shak‘e; rendered her an
influential and dangerous adversary.

I)espatoh,‘ April 1858.
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1+ The most important result was the death of the
Ranee of Jhansi, who although a lady, was the draves

and best military leader of the rebels.

+ The chefdeenvre of the campaigns in India against
our ubiquitous foes was the wresting of Gwalior from
the hands of these desperate leacders and their well-trained
army in which victory their most- determined,. spz’ritéd and
influential head—the Ranee of Jhansi—was slain.

Central India, P. 301

+ In the priwe of life, exceedingly beautiful, vigorous
in mind and body Lakshmi Bai had all the pride of the
‘famous Rajput prince the Rana Umra ( the opponent of -
the Emperor Jahangeer) who,

“ pather than be less, cared not to be at all,”
Indian Fimpire, P. 303,
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T We found that the woman from whom we had taken,
as incapable of government, the regency of a state, could
at least command an army. Her namé was the centre of
the revolt in the North-west.” She was the swarthy
Boadicea of the Hindu and Mussalman levies; by her
adroit intrigues Gwalior was nearly lost, and Central India
with it. For weeks and months, after Delhi fell, her’
wonderful power of generalship kept the British columns’
under Sir Hugh Rose at the strain of effort and endurance,’
till at last she led her troops in open battle against us at
Kalpee. Defeated there, she made another masterly

_effort against us at Gwalior, and it was not the fault of
this able and passionate woman that her army broke that’
day, and fled in utter confusion. ’Armed and dressed as a-
cavalry officer she 'led, her ranks to repeated and fierce
attacks, and when the camel corps, pushed at by Sir Hugh '
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in person, broke her last line, she ‘was among those who
stood when hope was g ne.
Dalhousie’s Administration of British India.
Vol. I, P. 152.

t At the first note of insurrection in 1857, she took
to horse, and for months in male attire headed bands,
squadrons and at length formidable corps of the Mahrattas,
until she became in her way another Joan of Arc to her
frenzied and fierce followers. No insurgent leader gave
more trouble to the columns of Sir Hugh Rose; but not
even in desperate and deadly fight, lasting for many
hours, could she be persuaded to quit the field.

Empire in Asia P. 376.

*One of- those who fought to the last on the rebel
side was the Ranee or Princess of Jhansi whose terrltory
as We have already seen, had been one of our annexations.
She had plunged all ther energies. into the rebellion,
regarding it clearly as a rebellion and not as a mere
mutiny. She took the field with Nanasahib and Tantia
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Topee. For months after the fall of Delhi she conwrived
to battle Sir Hugh Rose and the English. She led
squadrons in the fleld. She fought with her own bhands:
She was engaged against us in the battle for the possession
of Gwalior. In the uniform of the cavalry officer sne.
led charge aftor charge and was killed among those who
resisted to the last. Her body was found upon the field
scarred with wounds enough in the front to have done
credit to any hero. Sir Hugh Rose paid he1 the well-
deserved tribute which a generous conqualor is always
glad to be able to offer. He said in his general orders,
that the best man wpon the side of the encmy wds the woman
found dead, the Ranee of Jhansi.

History of our own times by Justin M’cCarthy M. P.111.
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¢ The extraordinary actions and heroism of this great
lady shed an imperishable lustre on the ever wemorable
period of 1857. Ranee Lakshmi Bai, the flower of
maiden chivalry, was a lady of 26 or 30 years of age,
exceedingly beautiful and endowed with high spirit,
enthusiastic courage and lofty patriotic fervour. She was
remarkable also for her immaculate character, strength
of mind and physical activity. A few yéars before the
out-break of the rebellion of 1857, this charming
beauty was seen on the musnad of Jhansi, governing
the country like an accomplished ruler for the infant
adopted. son of her deceased lord” Gangadhar Rao. The
influence which this great lady had over her subjects
was immense. On all hands she was regarded as a gene-
“rous and able ruler.’
The National Guardian, December 14, 1891.
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