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Raiy in the Saldjuk Period
434-590A.H/ 1042-1193 A.D

By
Adeel Sulaiman Mahmoud Whaiby

Supervisor
Prof. Abdulaziz Al-Doory

Abstract

This study aims at investigating the history of Rayy in the east in the
Saljuk era (434-590H / 1042-1193 A.D). It discusses several questions-for
example, did Rayy witness a development in the administrative system? And to
what extent had this development been achieved in the period of research? And
did the differences in the traditions, religions, sect, and social levels of the
inhabitants of Ray effect its cultural development? Had the economy of Rayy
prospered?

This study is required for lack of special studies on Rayy. Though there
are studies which touch on one aspect of its history or another but other aspoots
are lacking hence the current research was necessary.

The researcher faced several obsticales such as the lack of information
in the Arabic sources and the difficulty of obtaining Persian sources and studies
relevant to the topic.

The present study dealt with the historical geography of Rayy and its
districts, and the historical background of Rayy from the Arab conquest to the
Saljuk priod, with reference to major events in the city and its place there in the

study dealt with the historical background of th ecity starting from its opening
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until the end of the slujic era and dexcribed in it the most important political
events that occurred in Alray city and the role of the city from the political side
in these events with the explanation of alkhilafh position from the families that
ruled Alray.

The study dealt also with the plan of the city, and its section; its walls,
suburbs, castle, palaces, markets, mosques, cemetries, and shrines, and the role
of the Saljuks in the development of the city.

The study dealt with the administrative institutions of the city with the
saltanate, the vezirate, the diwans and the Judicral system. It touches on the
relations of the sultanate with the caliphate.

The last part of this study dealt with the social and acomomic life of
Ray. It studies the inhabitants their ethwic elements, the sects and their relation,
traditions, daily life, and the sects in the city and the effects of these sects on
life in the city which caused many wars than the study it discussed social
conditions, discussed the drinks, food, clothes, feats, public celebrations, and
entertainments.

This study discussed economic conditions agriculture, industry, and
commerce. It clarified the system of land ownership, , methods of irrigation,
agricultural relations, and the most important crops.

In industry the study dealt with: first, natural resources and industrial
activites. Then it discussed commerce: trade routes, markets and merchants.
The study concludes with a brief summery in which the most important

findings were highlighted. Maps and photos are annexed.
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